llfc    THE FATHERS OF NEW ENGLAND

One by one the towns broke away until in December
of that year only Branford, Guilford, and New
Haven remained. On December 13, 1664, the
freemen of these towns, with a few others, voted
to submit, "as from a necessity ... but with a
salvo jure of our former right & claime, as a
people who have not yet been heard in point of
plea."

The New Haven federation was dissolved;
Davenport withdrew to Boston, where he became
a participant in the religious life of that colony;
and the strict Puritans of Branford, Guilford, and
Milford, led by Abraham Pierson, went to New
Jersey and founded Newark. The towns, left
loose and at large, joined Connecticut voluntarily
and separately, and the New Haven colony ceased
to exist. But the dual capital of Connecticut and
the alternate meetings of its legislature in Hart-
ford and New Haven, marked for more than two
hundred years the twofold origin of the colony
and the state.

In the meantime Rhode Island had become a
legally incorporated colony. Even before Win-
throp sailed for England, Dr. John Clarke had
received a favorable reply to his petition for a
charter. But a year passed and nothing was done